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Welshness and Class Identity
in Diana W. Jones” Howl’s Moving Castle

Nobuhiko HISHIDA
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You're a disgrace to me and Gareth, lounging about in those clothes instead of buying
a proper suit and looking respectable for once, taking up with riffraff and layabouts,
bringing them to this house! Are you trying to bring me down to your level? You had all that
education, and you don’t even get a decent job, you just hang around, wasting all that time
at college, wasting all those sacrifices other people made, wasting your money. . . (151-2) (%
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The sun was low across the neat garden. A large, dark man was out there, enthusiastically
throwing a red ball towards Howl’s nephew, Neil, who was standing with a look of patient

suffering, holding a bat. Sophie could see the man was Neil’s father. (208)
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The growth of anti-Englishness in Welsh sport seems to date from the 1960s, when wider
Welsh nationalism took on the more overt, confident and even confrontational character.
Today, the healthy state and prominent television coverage of Welsh club rugby (at least in
comparison to Welsh soccer) mean that very few people in Wales support an English rugby
club and thus there is little individual identification between Welsh fans and English players.
Welsh rugby sees itself on a par with England. Even where there are not current successes
to match such rhetoric, there are shared memories of victories from the past. Thus the
English national XV takes on the persona of the arrogant neighbour who must, and can,
be cut down to size. This persona is further developed by English rugby’s middle-class and
establishment associations which contrast unfavourably with the more populist image of

rugby in Wales. (Jones 62)
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British cricket by the late Victorian era was a more middle-class game than soccer and, as
Keith Sandiford has noted, ‘failed to compete with soccer as a money-making enterprise’.
Sandiford identifies the fundamental cause of English cricket’s ‘relative decline as a
sport spectacle’ in the ‘deliberate refusal of its administrators to modernize it’. The game
remained a ‘leisurely and protected affair geared to meet the needs of pre-industrial

gentleman—farmers’.9 (Cashman 37)
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British cricket gained popular support in some parts of the country, such as Yorkshire but
was (and is) stronger in some parts of the British Isles than others. Cricket in Britain is
relatively weak towards the periphery, such as Wales, Scotland or Cornwall for instance.
While Wales developed a national rugby team, there is no Welsh cricket team as such, the
Glamorgan country side (which is just one of some seventeen country sides in the ‘English’

competition) is the closest to a Welsh representative side. (Cashman 37)
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Nobody seemed to be about among the houses. That may have been due to the drizzle, but
Sophie had a feeling that it was really because, in spite there being so many houses, this was

somewhere at the edge of a town. (145-6)
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He may even have thought it was the day before, because he said, ““Teach me to keep
off envy’s stinging’—that’s all part of past years now. I love Wales, but it doesn’t love me.

Megan’s full of envy because she’s respectable and I'm not.” (208) (F#IIFIH#ICL D)
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“Sometimes,” he said reproachfully, “you sound just like a Megan.”

“Sometimes,” Sophie answered, shooing the dog out of the room in front of her, “I

understand how Megan got the way she is.” (201)
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It was odd. As a girl, Sophie would have shrivelled with embarrassment at the way she was
behaving. As an old woman, she did not mind what she did or said. She found that a great

relief. (66)
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“She wanted to find out about Howl,” Percival said.
“Howl?” said Sophie. “But you didn’t know him, did you?”
“No, but I must have known something. It had to do with the curse she’s put on him,”

Percival explained, “but I've no idea what it was. (256)
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This body is a perfect mixture of Prince Justin and Wizard Suliman. It is waiting for Howl’s
head, to make it out perfect human. When we have Howl’s head, we shall have the new King

of Ingary, and I shall rule as Queen. (286)
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