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‘Dear ! dear ! to see how gentlefolks can afford to throw away their happiness !
Now, if you were poor people, there would be none of this. To talk of unworthiness,
and not caring about one another, when I know there are not such a kind-hearted
lady and gentleman in the whole province, nor any that love one another half so

well, if the truth was spoken !’

(Vol. 111, Ch. XIII, p. 626)
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The suspicions, however, which she had formerly admitted, respecting his designs,
were now impatiently rejected, for she was less anxious to discover truth, than to re-
lease herself from horrible suppositions; and she willingly believed that Schedoni,
having misunderstood her character, had only designed to assist in removing her
beyond the reach of Vivaldi. The ingenuity of hope suggested also, that having just
heard from her conductors, or from Spalatro, some circumstances of her story, he
had been led to a suspicion of the relationship between them, and that in the first
impatience of parental anxiety, he had disregarded the hour, and come, though at

midnight, to her apartment to ascertain the truth. (Vol. 11, Ch. X, p. 242)
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‘T do not know, Signor, what you may call certain; but I know what we all believe.
But the strangest part of the story is to come yet, and that which nobody would be-
lieve, hardly, if—’

‘T have heard enough, said Schedoni, ‘I will hear no more!’

‘Well but, Signor, I have not told you half yet; and I am sure when I heard it my-
self, it so terrified me.’

‘I have listened too long to this idle history,” said the Confessor, ‘there seems to be
no rational foundation for it. Here is what I owe you; you may depart.’

‘Well, Signor, ’tis plain you know the rest already, or you never would go without
it. But you don’t know, perhaps, Signor, what an unaccountable—I am sure it made
my hair stand on end to hear of it, what an unaccountable—’

‘T will hear no more of this absurdity,” interrupted Schedoni, with sternness. ‘I re-
proach myself for having listened so long to such a gossip’s tale, and have no further

curiosity concerning it. You may withdraw; and bid the host attend me.’

(Vol. IIL, Ch. 11, pp. 284—5)
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‘Pshaw ! ’ replied Paulo, ‘who can stop, at such a time as this, to think about what
he means ! I wish that all those, who on this night are not merry enough to speak
before they think, may ever after be grave enough to think before they speak ! But
you, none of you, no! not one of you! I warrant, ever saw the roof of a prison,
when your master happened to be below in the dungeon, nor know what it is to be
forced to run away, and leave him behind to die by himself. Poor souls! But no
matter for that, you can be tolerably happy, perhaps, notwithstanding; but as for
guessing how happy I am, or knowing any thing about the matter.——O ! it’s quite
beyond what you can understand. O! giorno felice! O! giorno felice! ’ repeated
Paulo, as he bounded forward to mingle in the dance, and ‘O! giorno felice!’ was

again shouted in chorus by his joyful companions. (Vol. I1I, Ch. XII, p. 415)
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‘T have none of the usual inducements of women to marry. Were [ to fall in love,
indeed, it would be a different thing ! but I never have been in love; it is not my
way, or my nature; and [ do not think I ever shall. And, without love, I am sure 1
should be a fool to change such a situation as mine. Fortune I do not want; employ-
ment I do not want; consequence I do not want: I believe few married women are
half as much mistress of their husband’s house, as I am of Hartfield; ... a single
woman, of good fortune, is always respectable, and may be as sensible and pleasant
as anybody else. And the distinction is not quite so much against the candour and
common sense of the world as appears at first; for a very narrow income has a

tendency to contract the mind, and sour the temper.’ (Ch. 10, pp. 109—110)
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‘T acknowledge; and, were she prosperous, I could allow much for the occasional
prevalence of the ridiculous over the good. Were she a woman of fortune, I would
leave every harmless absurdity to take its chance, I would not quarrel with you for
any liberties of manner. Were she your equal in situation — but, Emma, consider
how far this is from being the case. She is poor; she has sunk from the comforts she
was born to; and, if she live to old age, must probably sink more. Her situation
should secure your compassion. It was badly done, indeed ! — You, whom she had
known from an infant, whom she had seen grow up from a period when her notice
was an honour, to have you now, in thoughtless spirits, and the pride of the mo-
ment, laugh at her, humble her — and before her niece, too — and before others,
many of whom (certainly some,) would be entirely guided by your treatment of her.
This is not pleasant to you, Emma — and it is very far from pleasant to me;...

(Ch. 43, p. 368)
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Mr Elton was the very person fixed on by Emma for driving the young farmer out
of Harriet's head. She thought it would be an excellent match; and only too palpably
desirable, natural, and probable, for her to have much merit in planning it. She
feared it was what every body else must think of and predict. It was not likely,

however, that any body should have equalled her in the date of the plan, as it had
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entered her brain during the very first evening of Harriet’'s coming to Hartfield. The
longer she considered it, the greater was her sense of its expediency. Mr Elton’s
situation was most suitable, quite the gentleman himself, and without low connec-
tions; at the same time not of any family that could fairly object to the doubtful
birth of Harriet. He had a comfortable home for her, and Emma imagined a very

sufficient income;... (Ch. 4, p. 63)
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As this horse approached, and as I watched for it to appear through the dusk, I
remembered certain of Bessie’s tales, wherein figured a North-of-England spirit, cal-
led a ‘Gytrash’; which, in the form of horse, mule, or large dog, haunted solitary

ways, and sometimes came upon belated travellers, as this horse was now coming

upon me. (Ch. 12, p. 143)
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. namely, that I am old enough to be your father, and that I have battled
through a varied experience with many men of many nations, and roamed over half

the globe, while you have lived quietly with one set of people in one house.’

(Ch. 14, p. 165)
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As to St John Rivers, he left England: he went to India. He entered on the path he
had marked for himself; he pursues it still. A more resolute, indefatigable pioneer
never wrought amidst rocks and dangers. Firm, faithful, and devoted, full of energy
and zeal, and truth, he labours for his race; he clears their painful way to improve-
ment; he hews down like a giant the prejudices of creed and caste that encumber it.
He may be stern; he may be exacting; he may be ambitious yet; but his is the stern-
ness of the warrior Greatheart, who guards his pilgrim convoy from the onslaught of

Apollyon. His is the exaction of the apostle, who speaks but for Christ, when he
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says, ‘Whosoever will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross
and follow Me.” His is the ambition of the high master-spirit, which aims to fill a
place in the first rank of those who are redeemed from the earth — who stand with-
out fault before the throne of God, who share the last mighty victories of the Lamb,
who are called, and chosen, and faithful.

St John is unmarried: he never will marry now. Himself has hitherto sufficed to
the toil, and the toil draws near its close: his glorious sun hastens to its setting. The
last letter I received from him drew from my eyes human tears and yet filled my
heart with divine joy: he anticipated his sure reward, his incorruptible crown. I know
that a stranger’s hand will write to me next, to say that the good and faithful servant
has been called at length into the joy of his Lord. And why weep for this ? No fear
of death will darken St John’s last hour: his mind will be unclouded, his heart will
be undaunted, his hope will be sure, his faith steadfast. His own words are a pledge
of this—

‘My Master, ’ he says, ‘has forewarned me. Daily He announces more distinctly,
“Surely T come quickly ! ” and hourly I more eagerly respond, “Amen; even so,

come, Lord Jesus !” (Ch. 38, p. 477)
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