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Figurative Expressions Revisited

Kumiko KOYAMA

Abstract

Figurative expressions are observed not only in poetics, literature, or politicians’ speech
but also in everyday utterances. How we interpret these expressions has been investigated, but
it is still unsettled. This problem includes many important aspects, such as common ground,
conceptual knowledge and so on. This paper examines the validity of classification of those
expressions. The idea of narrowing and broadening proposed by Wilson seems to be rational.
Meanwhile some examples of those expressions are shown. As a result, common knowledge
or context is the most important factor and relevance theory is a plausible and meritorious

explanation.
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LEZZO TVDEDITTIE RV, SZZADETEIIBVRTYH, I<EXLEBNLEERIALFEL
TWh, LI, ANBELEXI, [T horz] EvH, EFEIEL, ATHED2HH
MTHLKRIZE A LISV RRV, HDWIE, [4H, N—a— FPRo7AK] EREAD
Yo N—I—Fid, RSOBELLZHMT, Bl SN ERISNZ) LTS5 450
T, BHZ LRV E2AHD, BLAbIIDE) HEAFHELZVHOL I I L T
bo TDLIBNERRLY, MY Lz &2, R-LT, ZaTEHmNICHERL N5
OV, FEBRTIE, DL2F0EDT, BEEFEMCEI R R AGE0% 0T
Thhrb, Thbb, HibOBRAEEIE Z0X) R TFEY IS & BH LA % B
HErL, FERMTE R, HIRWISHERL Wb Wi 5,

W EBE L, F2h3ie O XEIIBVWTERAICHVSR, HeshTal's LaL,
Gibbs (1994) 2SI XTW5 L9112, HRMWEBEIFRLEEROLFICOARSN L DT
i, FIHERZ2EHI, HESETHLIBWVOLN TV, A (1997) 13, HRHEHD
=D THh2 A5 77— FHEAGEOFIZILEL, BAEELTWLERX, LA, FHRAY
77 —DHNAFEEDAY 77 —%IEHLTVWDBEEZE>T WD, 2D, TEIILH
RYEIZT TR, FilYE RARFOBE,S L 0 L) HIRNEBOWZEA % ST
Who KR, HEFALRLOL ) RRIAOLTHE) OBKRTIE R, KLBFELFIENT S

B ELPHBICRHINTYS EIZVZRVOPEIRTH 5. AT, FTRHIRNERDOER
W3O 4 2 HE L, RICERICHV SN HIRWER 2R L, @Eom#ear 7
7 A NOBEEETRT

2. HRMRBOGHRDEICET 2 HERE

SHBRBAOFM L L CORRMERICE, SFSELFEIH L. BHIR (simile), FERK
(metaphor), #2M% (synecdoche), 0% (metonymy), [FE: (irony), #57R{E (hyperbole)
Hllx, FHUONZ b OTHD

EIRE, HARBETIE [~DL) %l [~0ITL &), HFETIX “like” 7 EHHVHNLEBL
EThD, INOOFHMWIEROIE® & LTREELTw5. (1) 2) HEROBITS 2.
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(3) He is like a hero.

EIREEDICEILSHVONEDODBRHIROLE L VbNLERTH S, [AIZBZ] LD
YR THo7), THEBEEX | 0 L) RiEAOEE L5120 $ 5, #5 (1997) 1%, Bk%
ERCXGTHE W) 0L BTT VR, (5) Ok REKER (6) O L) REEFAR, (7)
DX REFA, Q) DX REFAM 9 DXt Ty ARISFLENEE LTV A,

4 BiImTHs

(5) f:FEol

6) FELWEH

(7)  HHRbE

&) HFH LI EiET %
(9) —HEEIZOUH A 72

4) OEAE, TAIZBZ]l o2 LD, TAIZCE] L) ZtEwEBIELTWwE, 2F D,
[k (BICHELCHESZDT0T) GRTHL] Lo [HiZzbw] 225 LF0OE
MTHb, ZOLIITHIL TS DI Black (1995) T, FEIRIZMAETH 5 L v (LE
(substitution view) %Mz T\:%, F7z, #F (1995b) &, BERIGEOMEICES X, WMEw
THOPD IR EEARHTOR)RTWHRICAZ TSI ETHL EL, BN (2007) b
[RMOL o] [HHERLO] [THENRL 0] 2 LMo TwE DR T, TNEFL &
ABDBDTHDLEFWTHTOEALZLELTVS S WFRIZE X, LD B & C ORICHEILL
HEROST LRI NE RS54 nwHT, EREDOLEOAD LEETH 5,

ST, HLHEME L MoNMHE AT, ZOFMOEEKRFE IO L H S5 b7
DHWRTH Do E—Y 7N b EVZITH DD H > TV BEMRTH 5. (10) 1IZMEHEDO%
MEMLCEOEMEIRL T2, (1) O¥ad, N7y FPBEHITETHEATHL I L
POBEERZT L T b, (12) DA, &R THIE2HObLTwE, X7 T50D1E,
HERTIERL, ZO—HOI LAY THD,

10) E=v 7 F &L
(11) Hollywood is putting out terrible movies.
(12) HAVXr 7 L7



ANl AERF

LAL, (10) 3E—Y 7V bOMERERL TV LT LIRS 2, DF), 2753y
HEEERTAHELHLL, 77y s EREOA Y- M EERTILELHL . Lid
79y 7EEOWGELTE, F=Y 7 (N) TRAESE-Y 7V FOEGRTH L, —
BRICATA FLTwE LWV, 22— FPOREFIIESHICEMEZEQTY2, £ 2A7,
(10) DI L TIEZ D &) 2FAHD % STV RV,

ST, BEIRAEBEICESCLDOTHL0IIx L, HIgiZHBs & ek, FERE®ERR L
DR G L ROMOBEHIRIZES L vbN TS, L2 L, Gibbs (1994) 7% “At first
glance, these two tropes [metaphor and metonymy]® appear to be similar, for each describes a
connection between two things where one term is substituted for another.”” £ #E-XTW 5 X 9
12, EBE53Z0DHRIZONTEL LRI ORD Y IZHVHEN TS Z E2b, iR
BIR ORI DWW T, HIRIZEIRO—HE, &2 WIETEHTH B &) FH S ViU (Genette,
1980; Levin, 1977; Searle, 1979), #KIZIET D OB T XY LTV 57217 TR B TWwi
VO, 2002) LA, TEROEBEICE o THERE S NS EEETL5%E L5 (Bredin,
1984; Jakobson, 1971). #iETld, #URIIFER LN DL LTHONT WD, HBikT 2505,
REFERZR S DI LRI IUER bW Grid, ilteZEi e dNWEARE L 25,

BIREPTHD EVDNDEODPRRTH Ho (13) @ [ IFFEEFETII R, BHABHO
CETHb, T2, LHWLNAHTHS (14) O [HE] 13HERNT TIE LK TH 5, (15)
O[Ol LIZRHOZ LT TIRARECEWEKTH 5,

(13) EARERU2%MA25 CEIEM)
(14) AERIZATL
(15) WHODLLEZ 2V,

RIROEFRE L, BRIEFUI B 2 WEA%R, T4abb, HEfoh 7T —HRICH
HEWHTETHD (T, 1995b), HAMIZPHEO—H, HIEHO—HETHD L) LD
12, FCTHEHODbL TS, 2L, EDLLOFE W AT TWIAXA—ATY N THELE
W (2007) 139, BECTHEZHODLTZITTIER L, #bdY, ¥V M aREFNIDHDE L A~
LA THD (BN, 2007), BIziE, (15) @ [© L] dE~WofE 2F), Faryg
TTHbo

EZAHT, PRERIZIERG EMU T2, HE HAE, fEibk, Ao LIE, &feinetd
WZ Do ZD72%, RIRFIETO—FT, SN O0LDNEF L &L ) BRI
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& DEAIEER E V) E 2 (Lanham, 1969) & 2. LA L, 1 (1992a), #ET (1995b,
1997) 1%, R PRI Lzb oL L, HIRIIHE RO T ORI D { ERE
LT, FEMRIZBHDOHIZDH 2 BRIEFUZ B 2 WHBRICHED CERENTH L L ERZ T,
2L, TOX) BEZH ETIUIIRIR EIRRE XG5 TED LV D, [—FE]
LW ZEEGEREIITILOTH D, HREIZEO—TETH D25, N7y FighiTh
D, BEEXO—FE TRV LN TH L, LaL, e HRBESEWRIEFRIC B 2 0EE
T, N Yy FEBEEREDSBIEM R OBREMRE V) T EIEMES v wiiE, £
ITEZVTHD ) Ny FEVZITHBO X v, BEEEO 7T N5 4 THHEETDH
o Wt ERE VIV IR, HABEMFOLDOTHL Z LIZEN RV, €9 Th
5% 5, BRik$ 50 LV LEE LEAPHHLL T, SHLRTWHPEHE TR Y
ThhLEbhb,

12 b IR EBICIE, —2DZ L2 RITSI2W) FHREDSH S, (16) (17) FHFTEL
HEONHEBTH %,

(16) ME~ZTIEIZZ S 720
(17)  This book puts me to sleepw.

(16) 1, FFEFICEEDOREIZHT 2 RITSLEBTHH, L, HELTTWHOKETED
FCHEIREAT WV TV AR R LT T aa1E, FREH L IV T, TR0 LE
BRIZIE VI BMEFBL (approximation)” TH %, (17) &, HIZBb LA AWV ARLE VBN
BB HEREB CTH D705, RYIZIRY 22570 > T B 74 Bl IRo TWARWATIR-> T
%D LA UIREEIZ % 5355 3R TH 5 (Wilson, 2004, b)

INHOERBL, MR ORIR &GO L 512, HIRWEROBZESE ke e @z LT
SEENTWD, LAL, EEHAFFEHEWICHESINL I LEBPLAILTHS % L)
DY, FIRLIZEIE, TYTIAMNIL o TERDPRELR L5 THL, LA, —DOOHK
ERDERDS ENLHVEIN TV D0 L ) @k CTREIT 2 TGN TH DL LR b,
Wilson (2904a, b) 13, i/ (narrowing) &¥L5R (broadening) Z 2R L T\ 5, ML L %
LEREMET DL, (B L) ETHERDY (BX) BEIh LIS o> T DD, Ik
(o T0E, BELINDLODHNTH Lo 728 21E, kD (18) 13/~ OBITH S, (18a)
O drink ¥, HAEZHREZETHDH, TITHE, @HEEVSTLINIRT A5 —, a——
HETELRLLTA VR E— VAR EDT VI VEHEVWIBEOEREELAL I ELTWDE Y,
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(18b) @ [FkAH (12AT<) ) b TR ZHE | L) BRZR D AH, [TV a—VEHzZKE ]
LV T EIlh b,

(18) a. All doctors drink.
b. BRAIZITZ )

SHCH LT, RIEHFEOBERLVIEZ L) ET2ERDE 0 LIEF ) DHLERTH
%o (192) Dviolet FAILEWVIHIFEYTH S, AILIE, FVTRT<IY AZHRS &N
SWIETH Do, ZD L) BRILEDDVCEE, 2V WHEVIZETHD, Thbh, A3
LEWIHREID S, PbOWIETE, THETHLEVI LI, bELEDEERI LI >12E
REfmz &) ELTwd, (19b) 7% LFEKET, 7HIEREPEMEI Ko 728 TH %
FCERDDPHEHEHLRoTVS, 2D, ANBEITKoTLEoZE W) 2L EEK
LTWwb, UL, [75] OFER»HOIIETH 5,

(19) a. She is a violet.
b. EGEET, 7Y% o7

HR Ol PR b BIROILIR L fi/h & V) BT THIUIHEDOME & % L2 TP
MR BN SO EnHBlHTELOLNE, (10) X)) RHS, E—Y 7 VIEE%E
L TIUEZEDMEMIGHENE DL, 7273y 7 HERI Ty 7 HEEO T — b aigd
DTHIUL, WiREL D, =V 7V M HLE LTI TYy 7 HBEIHERY, ZOHM
27Ty 7 FBREOI = ML ARLHATEE S,

FIREB L APMEEROLEDL, COEZHTH) EFCHBATES, (16) @ [FHI2ZH ] b
[FEsa] D3t & % R TH L, JUERIREETIRIZAT TW 20D LR TH ), 28
BIZFTHIUIKRERIR L b, DF 0, PREOBEREZH.LE LZFEOTTIREEIC R 5, (17)
D [R5 LTS 50

BC, ZCCTHEEL>TLBERDLNDLIDIL, MFEE L LB RN E V) ZETH A,
HOMYTHEDIL, T— FMELENAEKRTH S & Wilson (2004a, b) 1ZiBTW5, O F
D, BRANZERTH L, i, HIZElEdnd, o8 b 8RS (unmarked)
RS E Vo Th L Wn/ZA ), HEL W) 2 Lid, Do b Mat v b, 728 213,
drink %2 & [Hifkzfkts | THAH, 2206, [E=nNh o7 Vva— V] 2kt bnoi:
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FEDERIZIE SN TV L,

3. AR & HBORE

MihEPRIX, TETFE LA-RIREBHOGEE T LD DIIHID, WL L 72 2 BRI HE
BChsb e ETHRRLA, TlE, RAeLT, FRUTROVAROBERZHE D 25F U L5 IR
TEDLDEALI e FITEEIILRSTL 207, HHOHFHRLI T 7 AN THE, 7L 2
£, (19) &, HRADHGZZHE L TEEADH W26 TE, BRI R % > TL 5.

(19) Her boyfriend is a pig. (IRLDEKIET ¥ 72,)

HARFET [7572] LW EFEOMBME LTL, T3, [RoTwal PbiFohsd, &

LTOKIIALLZZELEL TR EV) RN ZHHEZ D o TV E2ETHL, ZORERE
AL, BEFPIRICHET 2 BRERARENT 7 v 235 LR, KL CERLZOT
KoTwzdew)FEHbsShHlEL LTh b E3ND, 22T, 785wy 7 KRy 7%k
BEEEL, [ELOWRIEKoTWE] L), (5259 ETHERICIZENHLC, TDX
9 %% 2. 7ih* Sperber &Wilson (1986, 19952) A8 2. % B # 4 ¥ 55 (Relevance Theory) TH %o
EIAN, FREETIIRIEKR-o TR L) K hix, LA, Hw (filthy), 22250 LT
W), DFN, THRIHVEW) TLERMELL, 7L T Fhy 7lat R
L, [MEZOBERIZHE ] LW BRI L 726 ENb, ZoEVIE, hicLs b0t Ebh
Bo W, WEIRFEL L THDLNLTWE/NEDOHTRZSITIZZR T, BOBD L Z 72T
W, ETHENVZLIIVZRVIRILTH D, bHEAHA, FOPDENTNLEDTKRKLTW
B8, HRENZEL LARITRE LN AERCH S, HRATOREL LTOEDPALNLY, TR T
b BHREDT PO LEOHENRRENT L YV REOHERTHL LV DL, 2D LHIZ, L
YT AME LTEBERERE 2D TN RITIUL, BRIGEWVWIZITTI Vv, HIRHE
BLOMHULEE LF L & FORBORRIMKE L TWDEWVR 5D,

ROBISLH HTHED

(20)  MAROLITRER, K4 2H BHEN

UL, AT E =200 KL ER LZBHOTLED T ) v T Thb, bbAHA, LI
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BHERLIATU—DI L TH D, IHEEHD T — MLSNIERIL, 24 (kv b) %&£
AT CTH 5o FMIIHETI CRkc EEFEE S 44, RO ] &, [RGB 2 ], T
RECHEL ] L) ETHDL, 2F D, by FERTLEMO L) I2ke EFTHIL, &
COETLHONTVEEN) ZEZERL TS, O LHEROFETH 5 & hLeFHHi
MEV) TV T AP RIFIUEL, FERNIHRTLZ L TE S, Lo, HFWIZLHA
BHV2000KENI Ly FEFH 0D a—ADB L ENETHHLENI T EZHETD
FLFLEOMME LThons, [HAORITRER]| 25/ Fu—0Z L Tho LHERT
ELDTH 5D,

ROBIL, AF) AMFEARZLDH DN EOXFEDH TOFRFETH 5,

21) HFEZOF—FIE, 41X ADFr—F77,

AFY) ZMFEALEDFITLIZD L2 DH b A b, ZORFEORRKIITCIThbrsTHS
Vo AFNAREIHET VI LFRAHMOEETH L, bEHA, TXTHEIT VDI TR
v, LAL, BEMEVwD, BEOMLHHR) FL VDIl BV L ZVwDTHL, 7F—F
LHHLTIE R ve A XIHAD 2 ~3f51EH D, HSEZENEBRTWb, HEAIZE ST
i, BBV LWEITWZ RV, (20) OEFEE, [HOIEOT—FnBn L Rw] &
WY ZEEFEML TS, L2L, AFVADREIVWEZHD, EWYHRED L) THDLDH
EHS 2L, COEFEHCCTOMETFIFE L FOBRNEHMFT LI LI TER v, 4 F
DA NED) Or =% TTIES LWL DOREBERT 220 Lhiav, #9458, 03
== arvPBM LB o TCLE). LIA-TC, SiLFLHEFoLBEOM# 3V 7
7 A MHPHIREROBRIIIERZLZER] Lo TWnb LV 5,

WIRIRBIE, 2080 H 5, ZNOOFHIIEENTH 72 £D720, —D
DORBUHBHOBRDITE D GEOHMAPATHTH o728\ 2 %o BFTIE, Wilson (2004a,
b) IZHRRENTWD X HI, MhEIIREVIEZEZHEHNT, FHENICHETELZ L%
M7z, 72, FNHLOFTHIIBNTYH, HIRMWEHOHIIZIZEE LF L B X FoI@o M
RAVTIAMNPEETHDLILEATE, T4bL, I— MEINAERBEEZIT T,
TI32=7—2a BV THEFEFHLTFOBREZMENT L2213 TE Ry, SELFELD
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bo TV WAHRE HIRWEFIHVTY, MEFIEIFELFOBRMEZIEHIZE S5 EHNT
EF, a2 —Ta VIRV,

ST, HRMEFICBT2MBRICIEHEIHTH ), FEHEICEZ S —2IIRKS N TV,
L1513, EROEEOHMBMR I F 7 A P EHWTED L) ICHE TR TE 2001200
T, EHITHHEETTOTN L LEND 5,

P

1 HIRWEIE, LEY v 7 THhEEEZLNTWLEY, A3K, L M)y 73w, 38 THh oz,
AT, NHEIZL 2L D O KRICHT 2RI SN, BFHFEE VDL L)1k o7 TN
(2007), fewE (1992), WA (1997) % &M,

2 WF (2002) 12 303EEIZ, BN (2007) EENLARICAELCHMAL W2, BfETiEEnS T

NTZEEEY, EHR, BR, 0IR, 1R, FREHIIODVWTATY

B (2007) 0

#EE(2002)

BN (2007) 13, BRZCU T4 C, ER, MR, BAELHRMTLH-720, RATH-720 350

DELLAT> TR BDIRR ST E7ZEENTV 5,

6 EF (2002)0

7 Wilson (2004a,b) 1%, T X9 %EB% 77 T —JHk (category extension) &FH 2 T\ b,

8 [ 1 E&HEHRICLL,

9 Gibbs (1994), p. 321.

10 Wilson (2004a,b).

11 19 H% 200 HEvio7zh), [Haiz0EIElMAN] &) DL REUMEETH 2. 4 DDMASIEMEIZ 90
FEONAETHLTHINDE IV 2H5THb, of. Wilson (2004a, b).

12 ZoMIZBLTiE, /il (2006) THEFAILZZAEAREIC R L T,

13 Wilson (2004a, b) &, [ EOTNIA—VEEHRE] L) Zehbbobfi/hLT, [k ED
TN I—VEEKEIIKD] L)L THEERITND,

14 Vega-Moreno (2004) 7%, HEDHWZBISLOMRIIOWTER LFHFLAHERIZE 5, HRIE, 20
HIZOW TR LS LTz,
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