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Katherine Mansfield and her Mother
A Study of Mother — Daughter Relationships

Yuko TEZUKA

Abstract

Motherhood is one of the most universal and reassuring human institutions, and yet at the
same time, motherhood and childbearing can be sometimes one of the hardest experiences
for women. Although the pain and sufferings of motherhood tended to be underestimated or
ignored in the past, now the feminist criticism is reassessing motherhood and childbearing. In
this paper I would like to discuss Katherine Mansfield and her mother, focusing their ambivalent
relationship which vacillates between love and hate. The purpose of this study is to prove that

there is a tie between Mansfield and her mother, even though they seem to hate each other.
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My mother has died. I cant think of anything else. Ah, Virginia, she was such an exquisite

little being, far too fragile and lovely to be dead for ever more.”
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I heard the infinitely sad news yesterday that my darling little mother is dead. She was the most
exquisite, perfect little being — something between a star and a flower — I simply cannot bear

the thought that I shall not see her again. (Letters, p.266)
WICHKTHED Fay— - 7Ly M TR 8 A 14 B0 FHK,
Yes, it is an immense blow. She was the most precious, lovely little being, ever so faraway, you

know, and writing me these long letters about the garden and the house and her conversations

in bed with Father, and of how she loved sudden unexpected cups of tea — “out of the air,

- brought by faithful ravens in aprons” and letters beginning ‘darling child it is the most
exquisite day’ — She lived every moment of Life more fully and completely than anyone I've
ever known — and her gaiety wasn’t any less real for being high courage — courage to meet

anything with. (Letters, pp.266-7)
TLTCHiY v =1y MIGET/2 8 A 17 B OF4K,

I wish I had kept more of Mother’s letters; they live and breathe. These last are so radiant and

they give such a picture of her — don’t they? (Letters, p.268)
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Why, child! What are you wearing? You look like an old woman in that. As if you were going

to a funeral.”
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“We shall simply have to leave them. That is all. We shall simply have to cast them off.” & & o
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Why nod leave the chudren with be for the afterdoon, Brs. Burnell? They could go on the

dray with the storeban when he comes in the eveding. Those this on the path outside have to

go, don’t they? (p.223)
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AEL BBOFIMAADNT, HEHE LT A4 —D I IR o TV 5B XA T &L DVIAD
o ¥PATOEHPLEN—RBENEL LD, TI94 FOBWELIIETCRRIRELIRZ,
WA RONBEWVEIITREERTLE ),

A tear rolled down her cheek, but she wasn’t crying. She couldn’t have cried in front of those
awful Samuel Josephs. She sat with her head bent, and as the tear dripped slowly down, she

caught it with a neat little whisk of her tongue and ate it before any of them had seen. (p.225)

FH AL TR E EXZBE T, “Prelude” @ Part 1id#&bH 5, Part I TiE, B S® Wi
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“Prelude” (%, 19154F 10 B, HF KR A THL X — - ¥—F ¥ L (Leslie Beauchamp,
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Now — now I want to write recollections of my own country. Yes, I want to write about my own
country till I simply exhaust my store. Not only because it is ‘a sacred debt’ that I pay to my
country because my brother and I were born there, but also because in my thoughts I range
with him over all the remembered places. I am never far away from them. I long to renew
them in writing. Ah, the people - the people we loved there - of them, too, I want to write.
Another ‘debt of love.” Oh, I want for one moment to make our undiscovered country leap

into the eyes of the Old World. It must be mysterious, as thought ﬂoating....S)

(BB DETHEALIZDONTHIE 72V EDOBEE (debtof love) 7235 &V R VAT 4 —
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I
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the whole problem.”? L FLEN TV 5, “Atthe Bay % E\ 728, BHIIBEICTL, vV A7 4 —
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PHIEEY, Part VITRY Y FORNEIMEHDOTE CTRELCELND, VY FIZEoT, #D
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NI BB TH L, BAFEECDIE, B2DEIEEHLNTVEY, U ¥ &L, TOFHRIGE
WE LD, WLITFEAII o THSPHIESN, FOLN, BREL ULhNIDEE, RO
O EBRT 5,

That was the question she asked and asked, and listened in vain for the answer. It was all very
well to say it was the common lot of women to bear children. It wasn’t true. She, for one,
could prove that wrong. She was broken, made weak, her courage was gone, through child-
bearing. And what made it doubly hard to bear was, she did not love her children. It was
useless pretending. Even if she had had the strength she never would have nursed and played
with the little girls. No, it was as though a cold breath had chilled her through and through

on each of those awful journeys; she had no warmth left to give them. (pp.453-4)
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‘Oh dear’, she said, ‘I do wish I hadn’t married. I wish I'd been an explorer’. And then she

said dreamily. ‘“The Rivers of China, for instance”."”

FEkDEFEIL, “At the Bay OHFTHROND, VY FEI AT TR LA REAZE
L RAS, REVOPFEOIMEGRL L EHRELTWADIL, AF Y L—EfELT
LEo77zdll, BEDOANEEFIAY YL —%BDHLZ L L, BREOERMOFTERSINSLI L
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HETHIVEBRRICE D ooz v, BRORRTREL, WYy A7 14—V FPER
THIEII kD, BVREINE, BOBEDMND, NALRoTIY AT A4 —)V FEEED
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‘But what do you know about the rivers of China, darling’, I said. For Mother knew no
geography whatever; she knew less than a child of ten. ‘Nothing’, she agreed. ‘ButI can feel
the kind of hat I should wear’.
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“Mother, what is it?” asked Kezia....

“That is an aloe, Kezia,” said her mother.

“Does it ever have any flowers?”

“Yes, Kezia,” and Linda smiled down at her, and half shut her eyes.

“Once every hundred years!” (p.240)
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