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Genericity in Middle Constructions

Kumiko KOYAMA

This article analyses genericity in middle constructions. It is said that middle con-
structions share cerain similarities with generic sentences. Both constructions, for
example, are stative rather than eventive. Through this discussion middle construc-
tions are compared with generic sentences syntactically, semantically and pragmatical-
ly. It is shown that it is almost impossible to get generic interpretation in the middle

construction unless its subject is generic.

1. F

TR LD EIZEAT, SEEITLT T —FHFLINTETEY, BiEOIRE R EH)
(cf. Keyser and Roeper(1984), Fagan(1988)), &I, HHENEIEE (implicit agent), &l
FABEHMIERE L EIZOVTHRES N TV L, PRFEX(DIE, Zhe X CHBRS NSRS
# 3 (ergative sentences)(2) L I35 % 5 HASWL Do b, 7ok 21X, HIE I IBENEEED
BADPROLNTE Y, BFAISLEL SATVED, BEIZZD L) 2RI 2V,
(1) a. The floor waxes easily.
b. A person who isn’t self-conscious photographs well.
c. Nasturtiums do not trasnplant well.

(2)  a. The ship sank.
b. The ball bounced.

—75, WS (generic sentences) (3) ER L TH 5 & b v T2 b, Keyser and
Roeper(1984)i3%, [HEELIIEETH S L EDLNLELX IR TWAEDTHRIL LIFIENS
ZEWHAH] LEELTEY, Condoravdi(1989) b I IIAI L TH H Z L IZIZEER DR
WAV EBRRTVED,
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(3) a. Oil floats on water.
b. A beaver builds dams.
c. Insects have six legs.

TIT, AT, BT ERTAENLEICHY), PHBEXELFELTH L EvbhTw
LML ERETHZ LIZL o T, PHBEICBTARMEEHET L T ZEilT 5, 7,
FEBLOFEIC OV THER L, KICBHLOFEICOWTHEICMN S, R&IZ, PHE
LRI e MEERY, BEWRGRD, BLUHEHRNEA»SERL T,

2. FEBEX DR

Z 2T, HEFEBIZBUTAHHELICASNEHFERIZOWT—2FTOFMET LT Z & i27
55

21 EMFEDHFE

IY, PHBLOFEO—2L LT, BEESRBICEHAZVE W) ZEPBITOENE, B
MR SIS AR L 9 2 B3 O ASRIGIRAE EBNIC LT, (4b)d & 5 (b A R I OB &
LTEDOEZ O TWAESY, FLIMBEIHCONLZEREGD) BT 2 &, HE
AFEDBHERFIT O L, 4)dIRT LI ICHFIZNEFS B,

(4) a. John read this book yesterday.

b.  This book reads easily.
c. *This book reads easily by most readers.

(5) a. John broke that window yesterday.

b. That window was broken by John yesterday.

PR IENEEC BHTE 20, 2O 0L o TEHEFOFEELZE(HEELTLIH &
RCEDVFERSINGCh b BB L7ZE )1, FHEEICE X B S N L TR BN 1
(ergative sentences) (6 a) W’ %, Z DREFEFHE LS, B L TIIHME LK TEEE
BRBEIN TR, bolw) b, BEBFEMELOTIE, BEEOHFELD D DITIEBIM
L2wDTHL, S BANE, PHBXOHEE, e RBFESFRBICERIATHEL
THLZOHFAELARE LTV ADIIN L, REFBIIESEEZEDZOE, TBET2S
DENTIZ, EODBMYFIT] Lo ZBREEEARKRMICERT 2720 TH B, #iZ, H
LAY [H3 056, e TS, #ONBENTIC] L) TLEABERT L L9 &mUﬂ’&H:
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a. The door opened.

Ul

5 L%
(6)

b. The door opened all by itself.

without the intervention of anybody.
(7)  a. This book reads easily.

b. *This book reads easily all by itself.

without the intervention of anybody.

& ZAHDY, Stroik(1992)i, BISHER for IO TEMETE 2 KBICEBE T LI LN TE L L
LT, ROBIZFTFTTVE,

(8)  a. Books about oneself never read poorly.

b. No Latin text translates easily for Bill.

fBH (1993) THRR72 X 912, #EPC, BfFF L L TRRBRTE 2 WhITTidAewDs, EFEOLH
ARCAEL TV L3 DIHCETOERO—EICTEY, hEEEEL LTARL LI
W, T2, Bo 2 0EMEEABBT LI L TELTHEI for JFHVAE I LIETER
WZEERERETLE, for (Idby AL B EEFEL LTOBERPHETH L L V25, 72
EZfor Il o TEWEEL R L2 L CHEMEEIBAOEG & IZHEETE 2y,

(9)  *That book reads carefully for Mary.

BEFRRIMOBEE LR L 2wni v 2 &id, RO EMEERMOE LTI ZwEn)
ZEERLTVDEEVR D, L2 o T, HHEXTEEMFEZERBIZES L) ZLI3TE
O, HLETHZOHFENERINTVE LV ) 2L >V R 5,

2.2 PEEXICEL 28
EZAT, LAZBETOHHBETIE L2 L) & Z2) Tldh v, HE, KIE, HE,
BES EERRTERIIER IRV,

(10) *Crickets [ see on summer evenings.
watch
hear
(11) *His mathematical papers explain easily.
understand
learn
doubt
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Fagan(1992)1%, fiZ% reach, hit, kick % EIEHMEEICBENZWERXTND,
(12) a. John reached the finish line in a few minutes.
b. *The finish line reaches easily.

(13) a. John hit the wall.

o

*This wall hits easily.
(14) a. John kicked the dog.
b. *The dog kicks easily.
ST, LIFLITHEOWIIL 2B)EI sell & buy ¥ 5,
(15) a. This book sells well.
b. *This book buys well.
INSOHEDBHEDOTRIE, MEBLZ o TV 2BEHEETTLHE, 20, BFEOERH M
ENTVEDPEPILD, [BE)] L HfTald, MEEOERARESERLT S, I
2, BEbLEOPRBFEEOERRETHL, 2L, (5851 LI ITAEREEENERN
EVH EDIEOLARBEEIPP o TS, 250, SERLEDTEN VPR 2 BEE
DHTIE LR EBEETHIAROFEOBIREL V) ZETH B,
S5, ALBATOFEEBCL > TERUIRLL ZLDH 5,
(16) a. Chickens kill easily.
b. *Mary Kkills easily.
(16b)DFREIN VDI, FEFPABTHL LV Z L LMRFHLEBbNh L, RBIED
TIZBWTABDEEOMBILH D5E, ZOANMIIITAE LBRENZONVLERTHE, &
DI A, PHEXOTEITE  BEONRIILLLDTHAHAE VI L2ELbbEL L,
FEE LTI ABUADOED LY EBOMBICEL S ZLHENEN) PV B L
L, (16b)DFEZEMEIIE, FRALETTELRMOERIZZOLNL, D), AH, L2d
BEDODAZRELRTVEV) ZEbhbhdd o Tn b — R EAER TS 2L TH LD
LrBbhb, 2%0, MiEml, ERGRWERDAOERGBEMRL TVEEW) T LDV
%o

2.3 EIFEMER

BIFWERICOVTATAL ), FIROE), BRIEEFAHECERL Y, PHETICIIEIFS
BHEREVPLETHLE VDR TS, TOMTICHET 2RO —KMZEIFIZ, easily,
well 2 EDES) & % K9 HF (facility adverbs) TH 5 o
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(17) German cars handle easily.

(18) The cotton garments iron well.

(19) Our 4-wheel drive handles smoothly.

BT R T AL EOHHMBTICEL S,

(20) a. This book sells like hotcakes.

b. This dog food cuts and chews like meat.

(21) These shirts wash in cold water only.

Fellbaum (1985){%, HEDEIEEDER % R £ ) 2 HREORIFIHFRATREICL S L 48
LTS

(22) *Red wine spots wash out carefully.

(23) *cotton irons cautiously.

(24) *The novels sell proudly.

ZOZEIE, Bk LALB ) PRHEOEFERATIEIZVEV) ZEE2RLTVD
é%K,¢ﬁ%iﬁﬁﬁ£%@fu&w:k%$?ﬁkLT%@@&ﬁéﬁ%ﬂ%o

(25) a. The clothes wash with no trouble because they are machine washable.

b. *The clothes wash with no trouble because 1 have lots of time.

(25 D) DHREARE R DI, HEBREVEFERMTH ) RBEFL 2ASHBROLVZHT
bh, Wl REL XTI, EEEHiAH < T THRBEREICERT S, 23D, KBEFEORKME
ERUDVT0EDPLTHA, L7ZH T, PHIEXTIIES S ¢ R TEIFANBMHGEZ - T
WTh, THICHCERVRBEFROFUZBNLOTRTRIHELZVEV) ZLhv
25,

2.4 EURERM CREESE

TR L, EFRICOVTORSEETBRRELTHD, LD >T, ZOBIITETLE
RLTVEDTUELIREEZLRLTVAE LW D, HADEFHPTEITLEZRTODTH-T
b, BXEARL L TOERIIEFORFMEL R TIKER (stative) 2D THo>T, TET LW
(eventive) 72 & D TII %\,

7z, RHEBSCCTIREIFEDS WV EFRATEIC L S I EHS v, 20T LILIERESE L BR
Mo b EBEbN L, Halliday(1985)13, @ LFWMER72VWEB-TwAE 2L, §4bbiERIE
EEOEIIIRBEIE L) DN, BFEIIBITL-HULEYRTH L LBXTVD, Fik
ELTOMEDE VDD, DFNEELRLDII B IRLBEINb > TOHEANIZH D LV,
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TRIZEFEREHNFREN L DL ENI DT TH L, L) 2 i, FHEXTIILE
DEIFAN RS Z  OFHBELZHES> TVDHEV) 2B b, LN > T, TRIZEFOZ VD
DIFFREATREILLZ>TLE)DTH %,

(26) a. This book reads easily.

o

*This book reads.
(27) a. This radio sells like hotcakes.
b. *This radio sells.

(28) a. This door opens easily.
b. *This door easily opens.
F7HRCEV) ZERFTDE > TV AERNLRETH L, TCHEHORRTTINI L
b EHLSEZDHEVILERIH TV ERDLNL, LIL, FTOREFPAL— X
EIMEV) ZTERMERBINEERELTERZ - TL b, LZH T, HITHSIZOVWT
BRTVDLLKDEFIH L ELELLDTH L, HIOFVHETIUE, ZJIZEAPHL L
VR B
EZAT, HHMELIZLETH AL L Vb TWAEIENBHEZZ DL WHIPH 5,
(29) a. Glass recycles.
b. This dress buttons.
c. This dress won’t fasten.
d. This meat doesn’t cut.
DL BINFHFREINADIZE) LTTHA) Do RIHRDEIHNH 728912, FHHR
BELVWHIBEDPOLATARALE, HHREIEANVIESE LB, 2F 0, HIFERIILLD
JThb, (29a), (29b)DHEIL, LXK LEFABRPEFDOHEZATED,
BEHERZ DL CLIBRMESH L, 72, (29¢0), (9d)DHEIL, BELTHDH LW
Y EDPEREEABEL CVAERIIZ -2 TWDEE VR EDTHL, BREDPHBFEIHSH Z LIC
EoT, BELY OAIMMEEIEL 252D THE, BRD I L0 h, RO EFORFN
ERRTVA L) ZLFWV) FTH vy

Utz oMo+ @HEICTI 0L L, ZOBLREBEFEOHLLZRLHE
XTHY, BEERIBENCHEET S, T2, BFENBHEER MV, FROIEEFEOFES
BRBED, THbEFEERMETHEHDIIRE L) T EDPVR D,
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3. BB

ZITIE, PRHEXELRILEVDAIBH LI OWTZORFEEBEICER L TV I LIS
T ho WL EIL, HDF(genus, class) IZDOWTOEHEWZRRELTHS, HLELETH
&, HEICAERR, EEA, Yudd 2Tk ckIsns,

3.1 RHER

R XLDOEETH 2R EFIL, NEEH, EEA, BLOYoEA* k- 2T,
Cﬂ%Sﬁw%ﬁﬁu,ﬁ%%ﬁ%w%g&ﬁﬁgéﬁ%%~K%%%%Ké%&ot%ﬁ%
R o

T, BEIZ L > THEREAED D Z LD 5,

(30) a. The madrigal is polyphonic.

b. A madrigal is polyphonic.

c.  Madrigals are polyphonic.

(31) a. The madrigal is popular.

b. *A madrigal is popular.

c. Madrigals are popular.
BO)TRINRTHERINLDIINL, G TRAEEADABTRINLZ WV, ZOZ ML, K
ERLR IR 7 T AEHIIOVTHAT 5 &) ZlfFL BERLEVEW) TPV E, D
T, AEEFHDEHEIE [—2) LI BERIEITIE>TWEEEDbNS, 2070, H
ERIERS L) LBFELIHELZVOTH L, BEMLHAETEIHETDL, HETTH—
DDLDTINTERRETHLEVIRIILLEDTH %,

RSN L, EEFEB LT EOERIE Y 7 ALKIIOWTERTABFEEET L L5,
RV ITAZRTIENTED LV D, Dok ) 2 h, EREMADHIZEHIR N TREFT
BIGEb Ut THLILNO I FAERE—DOWE LTEVEL, YuRBFADHFIIEHFT
Y, BREEOREFATZITAI LN LYK TADHEAEFERLTVDIE VLD,

3.2 ELRAYSHE

BRI, BIROBY, FFETHLE, 752200 T, FORELARRELTHb, LT
ﬁof,%ﬁ%ﬁ&étwvﬁ#%&f%@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁf%:a%&wa;bu,ﬂLéﬁ%
ZRLTWVDEVRD, 2F ), 40BN TETLE2RLTVWTY, #LE LCidkiEsr
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BRLTWBEDTH 5,

72, HAFERRIELTVD EV) ZLiE, KFEOBHENZFNETTIZH->TWVE LN
ZETHB, 23, FHREEL»L VI L, HERE VD 2 &I2% %, Halliday BT
B &9, IHFEEAED 5 RS — R LMEY, EOEFEDOMETH 5,

S5, AR S FMPICOVTHRRLFEDR D EEOF L W) LRI EHRETH
bo REBNETH L) LBV EEEICL2DIEIBRDOZETHE, bbHA, EBEOFET
HENPHEVST, FRNLFTRTEIMEETHL LV TWVEDITTIE RV, BHRLOHEED,
TITHER7ZEBY, XEEROBRERRIZIFE L R UIREBN (stative) TH B, L72A > T, FiE
BEFETH > TORMERRON TV A HANIITELVDTH S,

4, hREAEICE T 2N

§TIZBRR72 L 9 12, Keyser and Roeper X° Condravdi 37 I 13 d 2 EHRTHRM L TH
HEEZTVA, ZIT, ABRTRBILE KB L 22°0, HHEBLOBHEICOVTAL
2l &9,

FRBLERMIAFR L THE LI HAD—DL LT, BHIFETFOATWE, 1272, 1%

O FRHEBEIRARH TH TR LR WEFRLTEB Y, F72, BRI BERHITR <
TRV EEZTVD, ROBFEATHE ),

(32) a.  The book reads easily.

b. ? The book is reading easily.
c.  ? The book read easily.
(33) a. A cow eats hay.
b. A cow is eating hay.
c. A cow ate hay.

2L, (32) DS T b BITE TR R B Z e © HEWL, (33a)l3#F5
X LTHERENDH, (33b), (33c)iC i#ﬁm&%ﬁi&< HOFIZDWTORRT
L, L72d > T, RHBXRHRI IS EFROFR LR T LV L2 EET 2L, BE
Bl 2% & — I TH B L) TLiEw ) FTL AR,

Lo, BERHITR (T, BIFAMERS RIS L > TEROEEWEI RO SN DA
BUERH B LR 2 ECORR SN EAN D 5,

(34) The book is selling like hotcakes.

‘Dlll\
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(35) The orange peeled easily.
(36) a. The beaver is building dams at this time of year.
b. The beaver built dams in prehistoric times.

(37) a. Abeaver is building dams at this time of year.

b. A beaver built dams in prehistoric times.”
(38) a. Beavers are building dams at this time of year.
b. Beavers are built dams in prehistoric times.
(34), (36a), (37a), (38a)TIIZENTH, EIBRLEZHI LIZL> TENH—DDHE

HELTRITLEOLNLEDITTHD, (35), (36b), (37b), (38b) TldEFEDEEL TOFRME
ZBNTVBLNTE D, Lo T, BFNERICL - TRIFCS L U B0 BT
HEESTIIE, ThThPHEL, BIFXE LTRYIZIDEBbN L, Bl & v ) 5T,
PRSI E R LA Z2 /R L TWnd VR o

ET, MBI L FARRICEFOREEZBERLEDTH L, THEXLEL LD,
EFEVEERT P EIDEV)HTH D, THEXOERERFHZRL TV HOTHNIE, BFF
HEbo, DINVHRBMLELBNTELILIIA D, 22T, FHICOVWTERET LI LICT
505, FORNITEADEEDFTAIIONTASL I EICL L5, HHBES BHCD EFHORFME
WOWTHERT 2 &) 2 ED6, EFEFHAIEASINLLDLN) LYIE, FFEOBLHE
BETIZH - TWAEIDEVR DL, ZOZEHE, ZITHHRDDZLDITEREH & £ s L
WZho bHAANEERDBIH LA Z b DN, HETHENZL I, AEEHOELRN
AL [—2] THDo HLETH—DTIRNTERRTHL VI ZLTH B, Lo T,
I TEHERHLEOEFIIOVTOARERL TV I LT 5,

9, EEAEL, FHLFERPRFOBEGEIE > THHMDbDORIET E V) T LMD —MKHY
RAAENVRBETHS ),

(39) There is a glass and some water. Then I pour the water in the glass.
5L O HAE (unmarked) DFEARFIED b DEIFET L) L THLH L) T Lid, KM
TR TII R {F B (marked) £V ) T LI B, DF Y, HBEMNFGAZ T 556138
DIDEI/TLEVIFEAPTE LV EIEEENLDTH D,

YOEREOEEL, EEOFAIEMHI LT, L VR D, 7272, $XTOXaERHzH) 4
FAAVERIICRINTH LD L) L2 TELR V. ROFDNY 7 — > OFERIZONT
228 H 5B,

(40) Hurricanes arise in this part of the Pacicfic.
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FE—DFME, TRTON) T — VIOV TKFEOZORIBTREILZE NI HDTHY,
TOHFRATIRAKFED ORI TEI D LWV FRIEZTXTON) T = IZD20nTniab Ik
TRAEVWEWV) ZEThHD, BEOTRATI, FFEITEENIC (universally) & W9 X ) IXFFFE
i1 (existentially IR E N B, DL I, TUREADHE2EY ICEKE LD, EH50D
FARBETHPEIEEDSHEEO A, BFRICLLLEVEDNL, WFRIZLTHE
OEFAOEEE, BN LHAYEREOHRAL L TEDE VR D,

Tit, P CTIEEITHA ) o FEOEEAIENLLDOTHA ) D, £ E LM
BTH2 )0

(41) The door opens easily.
F7DBLCEVIDIEIRT DL DERNLHEETH D, M THZDEITHE, DI LITD
WTHEDLERSEZXE2VILVIDIEHL DD FTDRHEEBRTL2OPZETHL, 0F
D, F7TEVHIEIODOWTREHICERTWEDTIER L, FED FTIZOWTOFARTH 5
LW2b, EERAOEZOGATHAHMER L WIBRYPLENTZOTHL, LL, Xk
Ik oT, BIZIEHELNDL L) RS H L, TOFFEIHELERLTE LWV, BFRH
REBEADHIVELREN 80D, Thbh, RENGEALELET 55813 0RE EORR
PUETHDEN) T LIllhD, ROMHEXEZATHAL )

(42) This car drives easily.

(42) O this 1Z this kind of DERTIE RV HIFED—2ODbDEFL TVELERHATH
%o This kind of L VW) HHPPHRENRTVWLEDTHNE, BHEHALEREL I DOL VI EH, 2
DAL (4D FAKE, EEOFANZFOTIEETVE, 2% ), BHEHLZBERIIZIN VO
Th b,

OEEAN S LA FEE T ATHEB O, RN LERIUREENS,

(43) Bureaucrats bribe easily.

FRoTIE, A0)DFELELY, RESNS L) ZEFAUEOVWTWRY, LA -T, B
BRI 2 CEBICOWTRIFIIZZORFEA R L TWwnb L) 2 &ilk b, LITHBAL
LBy, PR UCHET 2RIFEAEES SRELELRTIOVE L, BERSZEL L &L
IBILRIHITY Vv, LA o T, YUuBAOREOAHRBUIRITLRA L THL L
25
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PRSI DV TIZWA WS L REIELS R SN TETwAE2S, RIkh, HELOBEDH
D CTld % CEMREESS L EHRESE, FHRNZE»OZEET LI LOULEEND L, HH
WX LER L THDI E V) AN H o720, FFEOFHEZARRZ LV EELYLDEV)
ZL, REMTHHEVIZE, BIUVBHIIIBWTRELTHLEVRZS, LA L, B
EV) ZEIZDOVTIIEFAFETHL LTV v, FRBXICBWTERHA %) A0
Bh, EUAOEEOGA, THhLLBAEEBZET LI RAVELT S, 2F ), BHMK
7% <, BiZH 2 BRI ODVWTIRA LB RTWBIZT E R, 72720, WRIZE->T
M G GADPT LG E IO A AD L, — 7, FHEROLFAUNELOERF ) HEE, £
MBBERS 2 E3NB LV H, WIS L, HHEBXOTEEICEL T, EE8f@sLtn
A DEEDTADEIRIND LV Z 5,

pE 3

VBRI S A BEOIREICHE LT, HBDEDE B ER L A D
CHERL VST, [IS5HORR, 72k ZITASR 0 L) Eonitidd b,
’ Stoik (EHFEMAHHEE R L T 5
* Fagan(1992)i%, sell & buy ® Z ® X 9 %:3E\> % F T (responsibility) & V) &2 AV TR L Tw 5
PhBBA, KOLIICAMFREEEL LTAEL 2 PRELLH 5.
(i) She photographs well.
(ii) Bureaucrats bribe easily.
O SRAME LD L) EEIIEHRTH VBN TH B,
" Declerck (¥ &FDHMIL A RN ZOLZFA LIFA TS, KERTH ZOMFELHV 2, 12D,
I 7T ARBILO LTS & L AR TNz v,
fZOLOEBREIIONTE, BRSSPI D, Chesterman (IARITEETH S £ 555, Perlmutter i3
BERAAREET 5,
* Fagan(1992)1%, W HEESCOBENBIEEX [—# DA %] (people in general) TH % L Fik L T 5
2F0, BMEEDOHPRBIIHN TV 2 EHL VBN TH 5 L) KIRTIE, PR SLOBENEF
FIEHIZ [HTOT DLV, #EXFRoTE~ LIRS TR CVIBRIZL D TEE, 204l
DVTIEERLZ W,

ZEXH
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