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A Study of Drama in Education in England (1) :
Through Studying the Dorothy Heathcote Method

Yuriko KOBAYASHI

Dorothy Heathcote is one of the greaterst drama educators in England. It is
said that her teaching style is flamboyant so nobody can use it except Heathcote
herself. This paper focuses on Dorothy Heathcote Method. I would like to chlar-
ify her Method. Her major goal of Drama in Education is to provide the focus for
reflecting on life: “She is dedicated to helping her pupils discover what they already
know—to bringing this knowledge into consciousness in order to build a path for
change.” There are three main characteristics: (1) Teaching in role, (2)
Questioning, (3) Dropping to the universal. She tries to use children’s ideas and
develops the drama but always controls the drama directly and indirectly. I think
it is worth studying her way of focusing on the issue through questioning.
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