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It was, indeed, a majestic idea, that the destiny of nations should be revealed, in these
awful hieroglyphics, on the cope of heaven. A scroll so wide might not be deemed too
expansive for Providence to write a people’s doom upon. The belief was a favorite one
with our forefathers, as betokening that their infant commonwealth was under a celestial
guardianship of peculiar intimacy and strictness. But what shall we say, when an indi-
vidual discovers a revelation, addressed to himself alone, on the same vast sheet of
record ! In such a case, it could only be the symptom of a highly disordered mental
state, when a man, rendered morbidly self-contemplative by long, intense, and secret
pain, had extended his egotism over the whole expanse of nature, until the firmament it-

self should appear no more than a fitting page for his soul’s history and {fate.

(p. 155)
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A woman never overcomes these problems by any exercise of thought. They are not to

be solved, or only in one way. If her heart chance to come uppermost, they vanish. Thus,
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Hester Prynne, whose heart had lost its regular and healthy throb, wandered without a
clew in the dark labyrinth of mind; now turned aside by an insurmountable precipice;
now starting back from a deep chasm. There was wild and ghastly scenery all around
her, and a home and comfort nowhere. At times, a fearful doubt strove to possess her
soul, whether it were not better to send Pearl at once to heaven, and go herself to such

futurity as Eternal Justice should provide.

(p. 166)
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None of these visions ever quite deluded him. At any moment, by an effort of his will,
he could discern substances through their misty lack of substance, and convince himself
that they were not solid in their nature, like yonder table of carved oak, or that big,
square, leathern-bound and brazenclasped volume of divinity. But, for all that, they were,
in one sense, the truest and most substantial things which the poor minister now dealt
with. It is the unspeakable misery of a life so false as his, that it steals the pith and sub-
stance out of whatever realities there are around us, and which were meant by Heaven to
be the spirit’s joy and nutriment. To the untrue man, the whole universe is false,—it is
impalpable, —it shrinks to nothing within his grasp. And he himself, in so far as he
shows himself in a false light, becomes a shadow, or, indeed, ceases to exist. The only
truth, that continued to give Mr. Dimmesdale a real existence on this earth, was the
anguish in his inmost soul, and the undissembled expression of it in his aspect. Had he
once found power to smile, and wear a face of gayety, there would have been no such

man!

(pp. 145-6)
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That self was gone! Another man had returned out of the forest; a wiser one; with a
knowledge of hidden mysteries which the simplicity of the former never could have
reached. A bitter kind of knowledge that!

(p. 223)
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It may be, that, when we forgot our God,—when we violated our reverence each for
the other’s soul, —it was thenceforth vain to hope that we could meet hereafter, in an

everlasting and pure reunion.

(p. 256)
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All this time, Roger Chillingworth was looking at the minister with the grave and in-
tent regard of a physician towards his patient. But, in spite of this outward show, the lat-
ter was almost convinced of the old man’s knowledge, or, at least, his confident suspi-
cion, with respect to his own interview with Hester Prynne. The physician knew, then,
that, in the minister’s regard, he was no longer a trusted friend, but his bitterest enemy.
So much being known, it would appear natural that a part of it should be expressed. It is
singular, however, how long a time often passes before words embody things; and with
what security two persons, who choose to avoid a certain subject, may approach its very

verge, and retire without disturbing it.

(pp. 223-4)
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