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Monarch of Gods and Damons, and all Spirits
But One, who throng those bright and rolling Worlds
Which Thou and I alone of living things

Behold with sleepless eyes ! regard this Earth
Made multitudinous with thy slaves, whom thou
Requitest for knee-worship, prayer and praise,
And toil, and hecatombs of broken hearts,

With fear and self contempt and barren hope;
Whilst me, who am thy foe, eyeless in hate,

Hast thou made reign and triumph, to thy scorn,
O’er mine own misery and thy vain revenge.—
Three thousand years of sleep-unsheltered hours
And monents—aye divided by keen pangs

Till they seemed years, torture and solitude,
Scorn and despair, —these are mine empire:—
More glorious far than that which thou surveyest
From thine unenvied throne, O mighty God !
Almighty, had I deigned to share the shame

Of thine ill tyranny, and hung not here

Nailed to ...
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Ah me, alas, pain, pain ever, forever ! (I. 1-23)

No change, no pause, no hope ! —Yet I endure. (1. 24)
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I wish no living thing to suffer pain. (I. 305)
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Dost thou boast the clear knowledge thou waken’dst for man ?
Then was kindled within him a thirst which outran
Those perishing waters; a thirst of fierce fever,

Hope, love, doubt, desire—which consume him forever. (I. 542—545)
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One came forth, of gentle worth,
Smiling on the sanguine earth;
His words outlived him, like swift poison

Withering up truth, peace and pity. (I. 546—549)
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The nations thronged around, and cried aloud
As with one voice, “Truth, liberty and love ! ”
Suddenly fierce confusion fell from Heaven
Among them—there was strife, deceit and fear;

Tyrants rushed in, and did divide the spoil. (1. 650—654)
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Hast thou beheld the form of Love ? (1. 763)
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I sped, like some swift cloud that wings the wide air’s wildernesses,
That planet-crested Shape swept by on lightning-braided pinions,
Scattering the liquid joy of life from his ambrosial tresses:
His footsteps paved the world with light—but as I past ‘twas fading
And hollow Ruin yawned behind... —till thou, O King of sadness,

Turned by thy smile the worst I saw to recollected gladness. (I. 764—771)
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Though Ruin now Love’s shadow be,
Following him destroyingly
On Death’s white and winged steed,
Which the fleetest cannot flee—
Trampling down both flower and weed,
Man and beast and foul and fair,
Like a tempest through the air;
Thou shalt quell this Horseman grim,

Woundedless though in heart and limb.— (I. 780—788)
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All spirits are enslaved who serve things evil:

Thou knowest if Jupiter be such or no. (ILiv 110—111)
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—If the Abysm
Could vomit forth its secrets:—but a voice
Is wanting, the deep truth is imageless;
For what would it avail to bid thee gaze

On the revolving world ? what to bid speak
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Fate, Time, Occasion, Chance and Change ? To these
All things are subjected but eternal Love. (ILiv 114—121)
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And we sail on, away, afar,
Without a course—without a star—
But by the instinct of sweet Music driven
Till, through Elysian garden islets
By thee, most beautiful of pilots,
Where never mortal pinnace glided,
The boat of my desire is guided—
Realms where the air we breathe is Love
Which in the winds and on the waves doth move,

Harmonising this Earth with what we feel above. (ILv 88-97)
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Once the hungry Hours were hounds
Which chased the Day, like a bleeding deer
And it limped and stumbled with many wounds

Through the nightly dells of the desert year. (IV. 73-76)
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But now—oh weave the mystic measure
Of music and dance and shapes of light,
Let the Hours, and the Spirits of might and pleasure

Like the clouds and sunbeams unite. (IV. 77-80)
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Ha! ha! the animation of delight
Which wraps me, like an atmosphere of light,

And bears me as a cloud is borne by its own wind ! (IV. 322—324)
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As in the soft and sweet eclipse
When soul meets soul on lovers’ lips,
High hearts are calm and brightest eyes are dull;
So when thy shadow falls on me
Then am I mute and still,— by thee
Covered; of thy love, Orb most beautiful,

Full, oh, too full ! (IV. 451—456)
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