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“Who are you?” said the Caterpillar.

This was not an encouraging opening for a conversation. Alice replied, rather shyly,
“I—1I hardly know, Sir, just at present—at least I know who I was when I got up this
morning, but I think I must have been changed several times since then.”

“What do you mean by that?” said the Caterpillar, sternly. “Explain yourself!”

‘T ca’n’t explain myself, 'm afraid, Sir,” said Alice, “because I'm not myself, you see.”

‘I don’t see,” said the Caterpillar.

“I'm afraid I ca’n’t put it more clearly,” Alice replied, very politely, “for I ca’n’t
understand it myself, to begin with; and being so many different sizes in a day is very
confusing.”

“Itisn’t,” said the Caterpillar.

“Well, perhaps you haven’t found it so yet,” said Alice; “but when you have to turn into
a chrysalis—you will some day, you know—and then after that into a butterfly, I should
think you’ll feel it a little queer, wo'n’t you?”

“Not a bit,” said the Caterpillar.

“Well, perhaps your feelings may be different,” said Alice: “all T know is, it would feel
very queer to me.”

“You!” said the Caterpillar contemptuously. “Who are you?” (Works 48-49)
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(3 Flaine Ostry, “Magical Growth and Moral Lessons; or, How the Conduct Book Informed
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[Passage 1]

Alice arrives in Wonderland eager, above all, to have conversations — lacking in the book her
sister was reading — to learn from its inhabitants and, in turn, show off her own knowledge.
However, they usually do not care to talk to her, and they teach her nothing. In other words,
Alice arrives ready for what she is used to, the instructional dialogue, but the creatures do not
play the roles of Mamma or Aunt. In fact, they are not interested in guiding her at all, and
their dialogues are nonsensical rather than meaningful. (Ostry 35)
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[Passage 2]
In Caupe’s Elementary Dialogues for the Improvement of Youth (1792), the tutor asks,

[d]o you not suppose that, instead of creeping ignobly, adhering to a leaf for
nourishment, she rejoices to find herself suddenly changed into a being much more
beautiful and lively . . . Do you not likewise imagine, that the caterpillar would have
previously exulted, could she have forseen (sic) her delightful metamorphosis? . . . How
fear to be one day changed from reptile caterpillars into glorious butterflies; from men

into angels? (184, 191)

Kingsley writes in The Waler-Babies that “we are here but as the crawling caterpillar, and shall

be hereafter as the perfect fly” (44). However, when Alice suggests that the Caterpillar will
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feel strange when it changes into a butterfly, the Caterpillar only says, “Not a bit” (41). This
caterpillar is aware of, but hardly exultant about, this coming change, and Carroll thus mocks

this trope of moral literature. (Ostry 37)
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[Passage 3]

Missing instructive dialogues and adult guides, Alice talks to herself. However nonsensical, her
dialogues with herself are often more meaningful than the ones she has with the authoritarian
but not authoritative creatures, as she attempts to understand herself and work out her
ambivalent feeling towards change. She has, in fact, internalized the instructive dialogue. As
Carroll tells us, Alice was in the habit of pretending to be two people — by which, it seems, she
was in the habit of being both the authority and the child. When trapped in the White Rabbit’s
house, she engages in an argument with herself, “taking first one side and then the other, and
making quite a conversation of it altogether” (59). Carroll mocks moral instruction by stating
that “[s] he generally gave herself very good advice (though she very seldom followed it) . . .”
(15). (Ostry 38)
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[Passage 4]

She learns how to control these changes herself: “I’d nearly forgotten that I've got to grow up
again! Let me see — how is it to be managed? I suppose I ought to eat or drink something or
other . ..” (39). The Caterpillar shows her that she cannot rely on any authority figure to help
her understand this strange growth. Like any adult, it only leads her so far: it does not tell her
which side of the mushroom will make her grow, and which will make her shrink. Alice figures
out for herself how to determine this and, when she again nearly kills herself by eating too
much of the shrinking substance, finally learns to be moderate. (Ostry 39)
EREZNEDEEASTI Y PE— V22N 20T 2, [F72REL 0%
EeWVWTRVoTDEENL LIS 22—k, EHLZLVVONLL, Az
N PO TREGALZEE) ATZTE ] (390 1 ELY DT, ZOFWERBEE
B9 2123 EABRMEE 2O DT 20D E v T EPERIZIEDP> T b, fib
DRNETRE, A BAVIELEHLBRELTLLEL R ¥/ 30 LD E LNIULK
EL<RY, EOMEANIUINELRLDONE) ZEFBRA RO THL, 7 AFIO
MEIK R Z T T A0 TER, NS RBTOPIT L EENT TR, T2H T
{, #20EDZETHLEH)EVVAREFZMS,)

[Passage 5]

She has become rebellious and independent in both thought and action. She moves from
being a passive actor eager to please and impress, unable to control her own growth or social
relations, to being an active participant in the fantasy world, increasingly sure of herself. The

lack of reliable guides emphasizes Alice’s need to assess and control situations. Like Tom, she
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outgrows her underground world; unlike him, this development occurs through rebellion and
independence. Carroll takes the morality of former children’s literature and of the conduct
book and satirizes it. He mocks the adult world in general, the adult guide in particular. By
doing so, he grants much more independence to the child: through Alice, we get children
who raise themselves instead of being cultivated. (Ostry 40)
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“Here—we—are,” said Rabbit very slowly and carefully, all—of—us, and then,
suddenly, we wake up one morning, and what do we find? We find a Strange Animal among
us. An animal of whom we had never even heard before! An animal who carries her family
about with her in her pocket! Suppose I carried my family about with me in my pocket, how
many pockets should T want?”

(i)

“Never mind, Pooh,” said Piglet impatiently. “The question is, What are we to do about
Kanga?”

“Oh, I see,” said Pooh.

“The best way,” said Rabbit, “would be this. The best way would be to steal Baby Roo
and hide him, and then when Kanga says, 'Where’s Baby Roo?’ we say, ‘Aha!’ "
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“Ahal” said Pooh, practising. “Aha! Aha! . .. Of course,” he went on, “we could say ‘Ahal’
even if we hadn’t stolen Baby Roo.”

“Pooh,” said Rabbit kindly, “you haven’t any brain.”

“I know,” said Pooh humbly.

“We say ‘Ahal’ so that Kanga knows that we know where Baby Roo is. ‘Ahal” means
‘We’ll tell you where Baby Roo is, if you promise to go away from the Forest and never come

back.” Now don't talk while I think.” (Winnie 81-84)
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(® Daphne Kutzer, Empire’s Children: Empire and Imperialism in Classic British Children’s Books. 13
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[Passage 6]

It certainly is not conscious on Milne’s part—the stories were concocted based upon real toys
the real Christopher Robin possessed, after all—but that is precisely the point. By the twenties
empire is so interwoven into British life, social and private as well as political and public, that

it makes an almost unavoidable appearance in children’s nurseries and in children’s stories.
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Empire, by the twenties, no longer presents the possibility for high adventure and heroic
deeds: empire has been literally domesticated into nursery toys, stuffed tigers and kangaroos
and elephants. The real world might be increasingly anxious about the state of empire, but
in children’s books we get the comforting image of an empire totally tamed, so tamed it
can be handled even by a British boy. We are a long way from Ballantyne’s The Coral Island.
(Kutzer 99)
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[Passage 7]

These characteristics, along with his literal tiger-ness, link him with India. India was part of
the British empire and, as we have already seen, often represented as being childlike and
dependent—but always with the capability of turning vicious and disruptive. The childlike
natives might, in a moment, turn mutinous and attack Cawnpore and Amritsar. (Kutzer 100)
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[Passage 8]

She is an interesting choice of domesticating influence for Tigger, because if Tigger suggests
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India, Kanga certainly suggest Australia, another of England’s colonial possessions, one of
the settler colonies. But Australia, despite its origins as penal colony, always had closer ties
to England than India could hope for. The British had largely decimated the aboriginal
population and had populated Australia with white colonists. Australia, unlike India, could
hope to achieve—and did achieve, by 1901 —full dominion status. Colonies where the native
population significantly outnumbered the white population (India, Africa, and elsewhere)
could not hope to achieve such dominion status. When the nonsettler colonies like India gain
independence (as India does in 1947), it signals a complete separation from British political
control and influence, not a rise to equal status with Britain, which is what happens eventually
in Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. Tigger/India needs to come under the training and
control of a more successful and mature Kanga/Australia and need to emulate the behavior of
Kanga/Australia more than the behavior of “Jagulars.” Just as convicts were sent from England
to Australia in the hopes they might repent, Tigger is also exiled to “Australia,” in the form of
Kanga. (Kutzer 100)
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[Passage 9]

But if we put the story into the imperial context I have been suggesting here, we can see that
Kanga must prove her right to exist in the forest both by showing them that Christopher
Robin is the real ruler of the wood and approves of her, and by showing that she is capable of
playing along with the animals and being part of their community. Just as British women were
held up as a symbol of British moral superiority within the empire, Kanga has a kind of moral,
maternal superiority within the Pooh stories. Like real British (or white colonial) women,
however, Kanga is marginalized. Throughout the stories she remains at home and does not
participate in the animals’ adventures, and she provides a faintly threatening presence within
the otherwise all-male preserve of the woods. (Kutzer 101)
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[Passage 10]

Similar consciousness pervades a further migrant narrative, R. W. Thompson’s Down Under.
Arriving in 1926, poor but polished, Thompson echoed the bourgeois criticisms of Australia
that have rumbled throughout this book. He found Australia vastly different from Britain.

Migration was not for decent chaps:

In Australia it is impossible to get away from the mob; no one can be exclusive. On
any beach, any resort or beauty spot, all classes are jumbled together in an unpleasant
mass—unpleasant because they have few tastes in common, and therefore must clash.

In England one need never go out of one’s class; in Australia there are no classes—
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theoretically it is a democracy! And therefore there are more classes and more snobbery
than anywhere else. (Roe 239)
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“You don’t understand, Harry, nobody could understand unless they have lived
with goblins. To a goblin, the rightful and true master of any object is the maker, not the
purchaser. All goblin made objects are, in goblin eyes, rightfully theirs.”

“But it was bought—"

“—then they would consider it rented by the one who had paid the money. They have,
however, great difficulty with the idea of goblin-made objects passing from wizard to wizard.
You saw Griphook’s face when the tiara passed under his eyes. He disapproves. I believe he
thinks, as do the fiercest of his kind, that it ought to have been returned to the goblins once
the original purchaser died. They consider our habit of keeping goblin-made objects, passing

them from wizard to wizard without further payment, little more than theft.” (Hallows 418)
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(3 Jackie C. Horne, “Harry and the Other: Answering the Race Question in J. K. Rowling’s
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[Passage 11]

Significantly, Harry skips this last question completely while taking his O.W.L. exams. Ron, too,
has difficulties remembering goblin history; when his mother asks how he did on his History
of Magic exam at the end of the fourth year, he cheerfully reports, “Oh . . . okay. . . . Couldn’t
remember all the goblin rebels’ names, so I invented a few. It’s all right . . . they’re all called
stuff like Bodrod the Bearded and Urg the Unclean; it wasn’t hard’ " (4.618). Unsurprisingly,
both Ron and Harry fail their History of Magic O.W.L.’s. Remembering the details of those
who actively resist the naturalized norm of a social hierarchy that places human wizards on
top seems of low concern to Rowling’s male heroes, at least in the first six books of the series.
(Horne 90)
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[Passage 12]

In place of historical information on the goblins then, is the “idea” of the goblin in circulation
within wizarding culture. Physically, the goblins are described in terms that link them with
the villains of traditional British fantasy and adventure novels: “The goblin was about a head
shorter than Harry. He had a swarthy, clever face, a pointed beard and, Harry noticed, very
long fingers and feet. He bowed as they walked inside” (1.72). Their skin color, as well as their

“dark, slanting eyes” (4.446), mark them as physically other, while their most visible work—
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lending money to wizards—suggests they are morally suspect, a modern-day embodiment
of the stereotype of a Jewish moneylender or perhaps even an Italian Mafioso. Wizards who
associate with goblins are immediately suspect; after seeing Ludo Bagman in the company of
goblins in a Hogsmeade pub, both Hermione and Rita Skeeter question whether he is up to
no good (4.450), while the Daily Prophet uses an “alleged link to subversive goblin groups” to
discredit a witch who resigned her post in the Wizengamot in support of Dumbledore (5.308).
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[Passage 13]

When Ron and Griphook begin to fight about who’s right and who’s wrong, Harry attempts to
diffuse the argument, protesting “It doesn’t matter. . . . This isn’t about wizards versus goblins
or any other sort of magical creature—" Griphook, however, won’t allow Harry to detach
the fight against Voldemort from the historical enmity between the goblins and the wizards:
“But it is, it is about precisely that! As the Dark Lord becomes ever more powerful, your
race is set still more firmly above mine! Gringotts falls under Wizarding rule, house-elves are
slaughtered, and who amongst the wand-carriers protests?” (7.488-89). (Horne 92)
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[Passage 14]

Ron, drawing on cultural stereotypes, believes that Griphook’s motives stem from greed, and
suggests that the goblin pick another reward instead of asking for Gryffindor’s sword as a prize
for helping Harry and his friends break into a Gringott’s vault. Griphook bristles in anger at
the assumptions behind Ron’s statement: “I am not a thief, boy! I am not trying to procure
treasures to which I have no right!” (7.506). Institutional oppression leads to personal enmity,
enmity that can easily lead those who experience it to forget their knowledge of a larger
institutional problem. (Horne 93)
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[Passage 15]

For this American reader, though, Rowling’s depiction of the goblins and their quest to
reclaim lost cultural artifacts such as Gryffindor’s sword (or the goblin-made tiara offered by
Mrs. Weasley to Fleur) uncomfortably echoes Native American struggles to reclaim artifacts
taken by white anthropologists and collectors for study. British readers may be reminded
of the claims of those who support the return of the Elgin Marbles and other antiquities
“vandalized” by imperialist cultures to their nations of origin. Readers familiar with such real-

life cultural protests may find it difficult to dismiss Griphook’s version of Griffyndor’s sword
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as Ron does, deeming it just another “one of those goblin stories . . . about how the wizards
are always trying to get one over on them” (7.506). Ron, as he does throughout the series,
here embodies the naturalized beliefs of the wizarding culture, beliefs that dismiss any claims
of institutional oppression as mere “complaining” and “lying” — protests that social justice
educators often hear from their students when first beginning to teach dominant- member
groups about institutional, rather than individual, racism.
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