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“I always thought of Dumbledore as gay”
Male Bonding in “Harry Potter” Books

Nobuhiko HISHIDA
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A 19-year-old from Colorado asked about the avuncular headmaster of Hogwarts
School: ‘Did Dumbledore, who believed in the prevailing power of love, ever fall in love
himself ?’
The author replied: ‘My truthful answer to you . . . I always thought of Dumbledore as

gay.” The audience reportedly fell silent—then erupted into prolonged applause. (21 Oct.
2007)
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Dumbledore fell in love with Grindelwald [a bad wizard he defeated long ago], and that
added to his horror when Grindelwald showed himself to be what he was. To an extent, do
we say it excused Dumbledore a little more because falling in love can blind us to an extent,
but he met someone as brilliant as he was and, rather like Bellatrix, he was very drawn to

this brilliant person and horribly, terribly let down by him. (21 Oct. 2007)
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When we first meet him, Harry lives in a dark cupboard (SS 19-20), which seems analogous
to the closeted lives of homosexuals who do not publicly reveal their sexual orientation.
Further, had Harry not attended Hogwarts as a wizard, he was to attend “Stonewall High,
the local public school” (S8 32), a detail that invites the queer reader to wonder whether
Rowling, who is often playful and suggestive in her choice of names, was aware of the

homosexual connotations of Stonewall. (Pugh and Wallace 264-65)
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Prior to Aunt Marge’s visit to the Dursleys, Harry promises to behave in front of her: “I'll
act like a Mug[gle]—like I'm normal and everything” (PA 21). Harry’s concession here—
his agreement to deny his identity as a wizard for the sake of familial peace—is doubtlessly
familiar, in concept if not in practice, to any queer reader who has been forced to pass as

heterosexual in certain situations. (Pugh and Wallace 266)
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Gays are second-class citizens in the Harry Potter world if the defining feature of their
difference is hidden from view, and Rowling’s after-the-fact declarations cannot eclipse this
two-tiered world of her fictions, in which heterosexuality is celebrated and homosexuality is

silenced. Indeed, in some ways Dumbledore’s outing could retroactively cast a negative light
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on homosexuality, given his own statement that Harry is “the better man” (713). (Pugh and

Wallace, “Postscript” 191-92)
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‘I cared about you too much,’ said Dumbledore simply. ‘I cared more for your happiness
than your knowing the truth, more for your peace of mind than my plan, more for your life

than the lives that might be lost if the plan failed. (OP739)
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knew, Ron and Dumbledore had never been alone together, and direct contact between them
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“You’re less like your father than I thought,” he said finally, a definite coolness in his voice.

‘The risk would’ve been what made it fun for James.” (OP 273)
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Harry liked Hermione very much, but she just wasn’t the same as Ron. There was much
less laughter, and a lot more hanging around in the library when Hermione was your best

friend. (GF278)
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There was a pause, in which the subject of Ron’s departure seemed to rise like a wall

between them. Yet he was here. He had returned. He had just saved Harry’s life. (DH 303)
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‘I came running after you! I called you! I begged you to come back!’

‘I know,” Ron said, ‘Hermione, I'm sorry, I'm really—'

‘Oh, you're sorry!’

She laughed, a high-pitched, out-of-control sound; Ron looked at Harry for help, but
Harry merely grimaced his helplessness. (DH 310)
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It was as though something large and scaly erupted into life in Harry’s stomach, clawing
at his insides: hot blood seemed to flood his brain, so that all thought was extinguished,

replaced by a savage urge to jinx Dean into a jelly. (HP 268)
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‘She’s like my sister,” he went on. ‘I love her like a sister and I reckon she feels the same way

about me. It’s always been like that. I thought you knew.” (DH 308)
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